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Funny things happen growing up with this 
disability I have.  When I was younger I thought
that my battle would be with my own body, 
the medical profession, higher education, and
ignorant non-disabled people.  Oh, how I miss
the days when my projected life plan and identity
seemed simpler. Also in my youth-induced naïve
state, I thought I was a person. Ok, so yes I realized
I had a disability, was male, a Caucasian, middle-
class and lucky.  Most paramount, my mom and
family nurtured me to embrace my humanity, to
celebrate my commonality with others, but also
to notice, treasure, celebrate, inquire about and
critically think about differences, too.

I am lucky. Boy, I got to go to school and go to
college, get a job and achieve a higher degree of
independence. And the cool part was I did things
in the more recent stages of life embracing my
disability, my difference. I was waltzing with it in
my life. I swam less up-stream against the 
societal ideal of being upright and walking. My
mind was less seized by the false notion that
there is a perfect body and a perfect mind. It was
similar to the moment Norman Kunc spoke
about. He said, "a great day was when me and
my body shook hands." One of my college buddies
paid me a high compliment saying, "you wear
your differences like badges of honor; there is  

no shame in your game." "Wow!" I thought, I
am on the right track.

Fresh out of college and entering the disability
services field, funny things really started 
happening again and it continues to this day. I
am still the person I know I am, but the people
without disabilities, fellow advocates and other
such folk, add a peculiar dimension to my 
identity. I suddenly am a "consumer." Looking back,
at first I did not quarrel with the label, as I spend
a large portion of my time in the mall. The truth
is, in my world, I hug capitalism tightly. I quickly
got the idea that this is not what they are referring
to. The service providers, bureaucrats of all types
just love that word and throw it around freely. Of
course, it is not only I who get this "better" and
seemingly innocuous title. In fact, everyone with
a disability is one -- most often when speaking of
our participation in government based programs
and services. I should be resigned to accept my
title because it is true; I have choice. I have other
layers to my identity. I have a job and therefore,
some disposable income.  

Remember, I am lucky. But many of my brethren
with disabilities do not have choice. They 
have little freedom to express other forms of
identity…many are without work because of SSI.
Voc Rehab is too busy telling them what they
can't/shouldn't do, or their job coach changes
every week. Hundreds are perched on a waiting
list. They do not go to the mall if the van does not
stop there. Most certainly do not have discrtionary
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funds, as most only have less than $50 to spend after various
agencies take their piece of the pie. So, the truth is out.
All people with disabilities are not "consumers." Then,
what does "consumer" really mean?

A new image of "consumer" emerges in my mind. I think of a
sponge that soaks up tax dollars. I no longer see many human
faces as my mind, listening to people in my field talk,
replaces them with dollar signs. Everybody is consuming
so much that the human and disability labels of old are
being replaced by the new, monolithic title of "consumer."  

It is clear that this does not have much to do with people
with disabilities. Those without disabilities believe they
are doing us a favor by removing reference to disability
when talking to or about us. After all, who wants to have
such a negative term as part of her/his identity? Why
not People First language? Well, "consumer" seems to
suffice…it says it all. 

It sure masks the disability, and is a woeful misuse of
language. My fear is if people in the field continue to
engage in this identity/political charade that intends to be
something "kinder and gentler," it will be anything but
innocuous. The old saying goes, "knowledge is power," but
a bigger truism is how we articulate the knowledge directly
affects the power we possess -- and how much we will
have in the future. If people with disabilities are continually
referred to as mere "consumers," we are depicted as only
one dimensional, takers not givers, passive, uncreative,
and controllable. I simply state, it bodes ill.

If one puts these associations in the context of the current
drive for self-determination, a contradiction forms.  If one
completely ignores the disability and speaking of humanity
remains at a whisper, how do people with disabilities
remove the stigma and misunderstanding in other corners
of the world? They do not. If one does not speak of people
with disabilities as complex, and multi-dimensional,
how do people with disabilities convince "the system" to
individualize? They do not. If one is labeled as a passive
recipient of dollars dripping from the public dole, how do
people with disabilities show full agency in order to be a
steward of public dollars? They do not.

Of course it is more complex than language. But contra-
dictory public discourse becomes a hurdle; most
disturbing is that much of it is of "the field's" own creation.
Speaking incorrectly or with avoidance perpetuates
fear of difference. Omission of humanity can/will be deadly
and mincing words regarding disability can/will be toxic.

The use of "consumer" and other such terms (i.e., client,
ambassador, and yes, self-advocate) when speaking to or
about people with disabilities is not a mere linguistic
miscue; rather it is an illustration of how the erroneous
use of euphemism can have dire socio-political fallout.
It is a long way from wearing one's differences like
badges of honor, and saying there is no shame in the
"disability game."

Ian is the Director of Educational Support for the Arc in Jefferson County, is 
a member of the Colorado Special Education Advisory Committee, and the
Chairperson of the Council's Education Committee.

""TThhoossee wwhhoo pprrooffeessss ffrreeeeddoomm aanndd
yyeett ddeepprreeccaattee aaggiittaattiioonn aarree 

ppeeooppllee wwhhoo wwaanntt ccrrooppss wwiitthhoouutt 
pplloowwiinngg tthhee ggrroouunndd.. TThheeyy wwaanntt 

rraaiinn wwiitthhoouutt tthhuunnddeerr aanndd 
lliigghhttnniinngg.. PPoowweerr ccoonncceeddeess 

nnootthhiinngg wwiitthhoouutt aa ddeemmaanndd.. IItt 
nneevveerr ddiidd aanndd nneevveerr wwiillll.. PPeeooppllee

mmiigghhtt nnoott ggeett aallll tthheeyy wwoorrkk ffoorr iinn
tthhiiss wwoorrlldd,, bbuutt tthheeyy cceerrttaaiinnllyy mmuusstt

wwoorrkk ffoorr aallll tthheeyy ggeett..""
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OOriginal CCrip
Hey people, 
Listen up, 
Because I have something to say
Without any further ado, 
Please welcome the Original Crip.

Hey good evening
And welcome to the show,
I hope I don't offend you
But I'm tired of hearing, 
'Wassup cuz,'
When most people do not even
Have a gimp or a disability, 
And yet, 
They call themselves crips. 

Do they hear, 
Do they see, 
Or do they just proclaim
Their own disability
Without knowing their own abilities
To make their situations better 
Without caring about the weather?

I am tired of getting looked at
As a menace to society
Without a future
Some people say
Without knowing the whole situation, 
Do they think it is easy
When your body flashes
Its own gang signs
By itself?

People ask me, 
"What color are you?
Are you blue or red
Or maybe a bright purple color
So other guys can see you?"
And I turn to them 
And shrug my shoulder while I ask, 
"What is so wrong 
With light brown skin
That covers me 
To my beginning
To my end?"
They roll their eyes
With complete disgust, 
Do I care about their trust, 
I am not sure that I must
Because I am just trying to get by
Living the best life I can,
I guess that's who I am.  
Do you see me 
Rolling in my chair
With my hat on backwards
Going 8 miles an hour

While other people
Are going 40, 
Are you sure that you want 
To call yourself a CRIP?

Oh yeah, 
I forgot to tell you about
The benefits of being a crip, 
You can live on SSI
Until you die
Starting at $512 a month
With your government
Cutting into your check
Every time you try to get ahead?

And what about your homecare
With all those fun 
Government regulations, 
Getting good help
With a sense of common sense
"Hey, ah, excuse me
Are you qualified
To stick that long needle in me?
OOOOOHHH 
CCCCCCRRRRRAAAAAAPPPPP!"

How about finding a great job
With a benefit package
That will allow you
To be self-sufficient, 
YEEEEEEEEEEAAAAHHHHHH, 
Oh-ah, 
Do you speak your own language?
I'm not sure our customers
Can understand you, 
But hey, 
You can clean our toilets
And flush your college degree 
Right along with the other debris
Hey you, 
Do you still want to be a crip?

Now, 
Let me bust my rhyme
For one last time
To help you understand my mind
So you don't have to hit rewind.  

Being an Original Crip
Is a pain in the ass, 
Seeing the masses
Making all their dough
And people with disabilities
Cannot even have a decent cash flow 
To have a chance
To be somewhat free
In this land of WHAT!

Oh yeah, 
That's right, 
This land of
Equal opportunity. 
Not that I am looking
For a free ride, 
I will bust my ass
Like the rest of you
To get out of this new
Lower socioeconomic strata 
That our politicians
Have so blindly made for us, 
The original crips.  

The politicians look at me 
With their mouths wide open
And ask, 
"Hey excuse me, 
Mr. Crip, 
What does socioeconomic mean?"
Like my daddy told me before, 
"Son, do you know
What a dictionary is for?"

So before I go
Let me say this life
Of an original crip
Isn't what it is
Cracked up to be
Because I didn't have a choice
Of how my body
Would turn out to be
But you can bet
You bottom dollar
That there is no way in hell
That I am going to sit down
And watch as time goes by
Without standing up and hollering 
That society needs 
To change and rearrange
Their views on how the original crips
Should live in poverty
While the rest of the world 
Just passes us on by.  

And so like I asked you before, 
Do you still want to be
An original crip
When your ceiling is your floor? 

Poem by Chris Luby from his second book,
"On The Silver Screen".  

For ordering information, contact Chris at
tiger788@aol.com Chris lives with his wife
and daughter in Grand Junction, and was
appointed by Governor Owens to the
Council in July 2004.
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FRIENDS MAKE SURE FRIENDS VOTE
Do your part by voting and supporting disability rights.

Use the Voter Registration (on the next 2 pages)
to register to vote!

The deadline to register to vote is Monday, October 4th.

If you need help registering, call Faith Gross with the legal center at
303.722.0300

aving aaVVoiceHH I think I need to tell people how I had a time in my life when I had
very little chance to tell people what I needed to be happy and to be safe
and healthy. The people around me did their best to guess what I needed.
Sometimes I had the chance to point to things. I had other times when I
could not communicate what I needed. I think people without a voice
have frustration others can never understand. I love my family and my
helpers. It is only when I have a voice to communicate the needs and
the things in my soul that I become equal to them. I must keep my ability to communicate by
typing or once again I will move to no more than a person who makes noises and echoes back
like a trained parrot. I need to let you know that until I was 20 years old I did not have a complete
voice. I need you to go for a few days without communicating with nothing more than a few
pictures to point at or echo what someone says even if it is not the choice you want. How do you
say you have a migraine if that is not in the vocabulary offered to you. The doctor may not think
you are smart enough to understand what he is saying and talk to whoever is in the room with
you but never look at you when he talks. The patient either gets mad or else feels less than
human if this is the way their whole life goes every day. I think I need you to know how my life
was opened up when I began typing with facilitation. I think I need to have the time to let you
know how I began to tell people clearly what I wanted, no guessing by others. I think I need you
to know that each person has value and the need to communicate their ideas whenever a choice
is there. I need to tell the people who read this to think about how they communicate with others.
Do they look at the person or do they look at who is with them. I think I need to have you think about
each person as a person who is capable of being a communications partner even if the commu-
nication method is different than yours. I think I need to tell you to be patient and wait for an
answer. I think I need to thank you for your interest in those who do things in different ways than
you. I think I need to tell you that the things you do to honor others communication will enrich the
lives of others more than you may ever know. That's all for now. Mike Hoover

Mike Hoover lives in Boulder and was appointed to the Council by Governor Owens in July 2004.



State of Colorado – Voter Registration Application Form

IDF-02-8028328-#12

Instructions:
1. Fill in circles completely
2. Use upper case block letters and numbers
3. Please print or type in black or blue ink

For County Clerk and Recorder use only

Example:

Are you a native born or naturalized citizen of the United States? (Required) Will you be 18 years of age on or before Election Day? (Required)

Yes No Yes No
If you replied "NO" to this question do not complete this form If you replied "NO" to this question do not complete this form

Last Name (Required) Suffix

First Name (Required) M.I.

Physical Residence Address (Required) - Include Apartment Number, Space or Unit Number                           NO P.O. BOX ALLOWED

City (Required) Zip Code (Required)

–

Mailing Address (If different from above) - Include Apartment Number, Space or Unit Number                       P.O. BOX ALLOWED

City State Zip Code

–

Date of Birth (Required - MM/DD/YYYY) Gender (Required) CO Drivers License # or Dept of Revenue ID # (Required)

/ / Female Male – –

Social Security Number (LAST FOUR DIGITS REQUIRED BY LAW) Telephone Number (Optional)

– – – –

Party Affiliation (In order to vote in a party's Primary Election you must be registered with that political party)

or          Unaffiliated

Complete this section if previously registered
Last Name (If different from above) Suffix

First Name (If different from above) M.I.

Physical Residence Address (If different from above) - Include Apartment Number, Space or Unit Number        NO P.O. BOX ALLOWED

City State Zip Code

–

Warning: It is a crime to answer or affirm falsely as to your qualifications to register to vote.

Self-Affirmation: I do solemnly affirm that I am a citizen of the United States and that on the date of the next election I shall have attained the age
of eighteen years and shall have resided in the state of Colorado at least thirty days and in my present precinct at least thirty days before the
election.  I further affirm that the present address I listed herein is my sole legal place of residence and I claim no other place as my legal residence. 

Signature or Mark (Required - Please do not write outside the box)                        Date Signed  (Required - MM/DD/YYYY)

/ /

Yes, I would like to be an election judge (Optional)

IMPORTANT!  If you are registering for the first time:
please refer to the application instructions on the other side 
for information on submitting copies of valid identification 
with this form.

3      4     5            E      L   M            S     T

SOS Approved January 2004
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State of Colorado – Voter Registration Application Form

ADAMS
450 S. 4th Ave., Suite 200
Brighton, CO 80601-3195
(303) 654-6030

ALAMOSA
Box 630
Alamosa, CO 81101-0630
(719) 589-6681

ARAPAHOE
5334 S. Prince
Littleton, CO 80166-0211
(303) 795-4511

ARCHULETA
Box 2589
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-2589
(970) 264-5633

BACA
741 Main
Springfield, CO 81073-1548
(719) 523-4372

BENT
Box 350
Las Animas, CO 81054-0350
(719) 456-2009

BOULDER
1750 33rd St., Suite 100
Boulder, CO 80301-2546
(303) 413-7740

BROOMFIELD
One DesCombes Dr.
Broomfield, CO 80020-2495
(303) 464-5857

CHAFFEE
Box 699
Salida, CO 81202-0699
(719) 539-6913

CHEYENNE
Box 567
Cheyenne Wells, CO 80810-0567
(719) 767-5685

CLEAR CREEK
Box 2000
Georgetown, CO 80444-2000
(303) 679-2339

CONEJOS
Box 127
Conejos, CO 81129-0127
(719) 376-5422

COSTILLA
Box 308
San Luis, CO 81152-0308
(719) 672-3301

CROWLEY
631 Main St., Suite 104
Ordway, CO 81063
(719) 267-5555

CUSTER
Box 150
Westcliffe, CO 81252-0150
(719) 783-2441

DELTA
501 Palmer, Suite 211
Delta, CO 81416-1764
(970) 874-2150

DENVER
Election Commission
200 W. 14th Ave., Suite 100
Denver, CO 80204-2732
(720) 913-8683

DOLORES
Box 58,
Dove Creek, CO 81324-0058
(970) 677-2381

DOUGLAS
P. O. Box 1360
Castle Rock, CO 80104-1360
(303) 660-7444

EAGLE
Box 537
Eagle, CO 81631-0537
(970) 328-8715

ELBERT
Box 37
Kiowa, CO 80117-0037
(303) 621-3116

EL PASO
Box 2007
Colorado Springs, CO 80901-2007
(719) 575-8683

FREMONT
615 Macon Ave., Suite 102
Canon City, CO 81212-3381
(719) 276-7330

GARFIELD
109 8th Street, Suite 200
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601-3303
(970) 945-2377

GILPIN
Box 429
Central City, CO 80427-0429
(303) 582-5321

GRAND
P. O. Box 120
Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451-0120
(970) 725-3347

GUNNISON
221 N. Wisconsin St., Suite C
Gunnison, CO 81230-2433
(970) 641-1516

HINSDALE
Box 9
Lake City, CO 81235-0009
(970) 944-2228

HUERFANO
401 Main St., Suite 204
Walsenburg, CO 81089-2085
(719) 738-2380

JACKSON
Box 337
Walden, CO 80480-0337
(970) 723-4334

JEFFERSON
100 Jefferson County Pkwy., Suite 2560
Golden, CO 80419-2560
(303) 271-8111

KIOWA
Box 37
Eads, CO 81036-0037
(719) 438-5421

KIT CARSON
Box 249
Burlington, CO 80807-0249
(719) 346-8638

LAKE
Box 917
Leadville, CO 80461-0917
(719) 486-1410

LA PLATA
Box 519
Durango, CO 81302-0519
(970) 382-6297

LARIMER
Box 1547
Fort Collins, CO 80522-1547
(970) 498-7820

LAS ANIMAS
Box 115
Trinidad, CO 81082-0115
(719) 846-3314

LINCOLN
Box 67
Hugo, CO 80821-0067
(719) 743-2444

LOGAN
315 Main St., Suite 3
Sterling, CO 80751-4357
(970) 522-1544

MESA
Box 20,000
Grand Junction, CO 81502-5009
(970) 244-1662

MINERAL
Box 70
Creede, CO 81130-0070
(719) 658-2440

MOFFAT
221 W. Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625-2716
(970)824-9120

MONTEZUMA
109 W. Main, Room 108
Cortez, CO 81321-3189
(970) 565-3728

MONTROSE
Box 1289
Montrose, CO 81402-1289
(970) 249-3362

MORGAN
Box 1399
Fort Morgan, CO 80701-1399
(970) 542-3521

OTERO
Box 511
La Junta, CO 81050-0511
(719) 383-3024

OURAY
Box C
Ouray, CO 81427-0615
(970) 325-4961

PARK
Box 220
Fairplay 80440-0220
(719) 836-4222

PHILLIPS
221 S. Interocean Ave.
Holyoke, CO 80734-1521
(970) 854-3131

PITKIN
530 E. Main St., Suite 101
Aspen, CO 81611-1948
(970) 920-5180

PROWERS
301 S. Main St., Suite 210
Lamar, CO 81052-2868
(719) 336-8011

PUEBLO
Box 878
Pueblo, CO 81002-0878
(719) 583-6620

RIO BLANCO
Box 1067
Meeker, CO 81641-1067
(970) 878-5068

RIO GRANDE
Box 160
Del Norte, CO 81132-0160
(719) 657-3334

ROUTT
Box 773599
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477-3599
(970)870-5556

SAGUACHE
Box 176
Saguache, CO 81149-0176
(719) 655-2512

SAN JUAN
Box 466
Silverton, CO 81433-0466
(970) 387-5671

SAN MIGUEL
Box 548
Telluride, CO 81435-0548
(970) 728-3954

SEDGWICK
Box 50
Julesburg, CO 80737-0050
(970) 474-3346

SUMMIT
Box 1538
Breckenridge, CO 80424-1538
(970) 453-3479

TELLER
Box 1010
Cripple Creek, CO 80813-1010
(719) 689-2951

WASHINGTON
Box L
Akron, CO 80720-1553
(970) 345-6565

WELD
Box 459
Greeley, CO 80632-0459
(970) 304-6525

YUMA
310 Ash St., Suite F
Wray, CO 80758-1850
(970) 332-5809

YOU CAN USE THIS FORM TO:
● Register to vote in Colorado

● Change your name and/or address, if there 
is a change since you last voted

● Declare a party affiliation, or change party 
affiliation

TO REGISTER YOU MUST:
● Be a U.S. Citizen
● Be 18 years of age

(Note: You must be 18 years old on or 
before the date of  the general, primary or 
other election in which you want to vote.) 

● Reside in this state and at your present 
address at least 30 days before an election

● Important: You must include your complete
address with apartment number or unit number
to ensure your registration confirmation 
and to receive important mailings.

DEADLINE INFORMATION:
If you want to vote in an election, you must
mail or deliver this form to your county clerk
and recorder no later than 29 days before
the election in which you want to vote. Your
eligibility to vote will be based on the post-
mark date or the date you file this form in the
county clerk and recorder's office.

FIRST TIME VOTERS 
WHO REGISTER BY MAIL

If you are registering to vote for the first time
in the state of Colorado and are mailing this
registration application, a copy of one of the
following forms of identification information
is required to be submitted with the mail-in
registration form:
● A valid Colorado driver's license; or
● A valid Colorado Department of Revenue

identification card; or
● A valid U.S. passport; or
● A valid pilot's license with photograph issued

by the Federal Aviation Administration; or 
● A valid employee identification with a     

photograph issued by the U.S. Government,
Colorado state government, or any county,
municipality, board, authority, or other  
political subdivision of the state; or

● A valid U.S. Military Identification card 
with photograph; or 

● A copy of a current utility bill, bank statement,
government check, paycheck, or other 
governmental document that shows the 
name and address of the elector; or

● At least the last four digits of the person's 
social security number.  

If the approved form of identification shows
an address, it must show your address as
being in the state of Colorado.

Do not include original documents with
this application.

IF YOU DO NOT SUBMIT PROOF OF 
IDENTIFICATION WITH YOUR MAIL-IN
REGISTRATION FORM, YOU WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO PROVIDE PROOF OF 
IDENTIFICATION USING THE TYPES 
OF IDENTIFICATION DESCRIBED 
ABOVE AT THE TIME OF VOTING.

NEED MORE REGISTRATION FORMS?

You can get registration application forms at
most state agency offices, public libraries or 
at any county clerk and recorder's office.

QUESTIONS?

Call your county clerk and recorder. Find the
phone number below.

Hearing impaired people call the State TDD
No. 1-303-869-4867

Para información en español, por favor llame
por telefono al secretario y encargado del
registro del condado correspondiente.

Any Questions? Call your County Clerk and Recorder

SOS Approved January 2004
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EEight WWays tto BBe IInvolved iin PPolitics
By Vicki Gaylord

People with disabilities are a growing force in American
politics. For example, during the last Presidential election
in 2000 the number of people with disabilities who voted
was much larger than in earlier elections, in part because
of get-out-the-vote efforts by disability organizations
(N.O.D., 2004). Recent laws, such as the Help America
Vote Act and the National Voter Registration Act of 
1993, are also raising awareness of the importance of
removing barriers to voting by people with disabilities. 
And in addition to voting, people with disabilities have 
long been involved in other types of political action, such
as the disability rights and self-advocacy movements,
which have changed laws, won court cases, protested,
educated, and empowered.

There are many ways for persons with disabilities to be involved
in the American political process. If you or someone you
know is looking for ideas, here are eight suggestions:

1. Join a group working on issues that are important
to you. There are thousands of groups working on 
issues important to all Americans. Some examples 
include these:

Environmental groups working for clean air          
and water, wise use of our land and other 
natural resources, and preservation of 
wilderness areas. 

Cultural and ethnic groups working on behalf 
of the needs of their communities. 

Social justice groups working to protect the 
rights of women, people of color, immigrants, 
people living in poverty, gay and lesbian people, 
families, children and people with disabilities. 

Labor unions working on political issues and 
campaigns, especially those related to jobs, 
wages, and working conditions. 

Self-advocacy groups and disability advocacy
groups working to empower persons with 
disabilities and bring disability issues to the 
attention of leaders and the public. 

Neighborhood or community improvement 
groups working on issues important to the 
residents of a neighborhood, town or city. 

2. Volunteer to help with a voter registration drive.
Many of the groups listed above are also involved in 
helping as many people as possible get registered to 
vote and get to voting places. They often need volunteers 
to work at information tables at community events or go
door-to-door helping people get registered to vote.

3. Volunteer to work on a political candidate's campaign.
All people trying to be elected to public office need vol-
unteers to work on their campaigns. People who are trying
to get elected to school boards, city councils, state legis-
latures, the U.S. Congress, and those running for President
all need people willing to help mail campaign materials 
to people, distribute lawn signs and fliers to homes, and 
call people to ask them to vote for the candidate.

4. Let leaders know your views. When local, state or 
national leaders are making decisions about issues 
important to you, let them know how you want them to 
vote on the issue by writing, phoning, or e-mailing them.
You can also share your views at public meetings such 
as city council meetings and government hearings about
issues and laws.

5. Invite leaders to talk about disability issues. Self-
advocacy groups can sponsor public meetings in which 
people who are running for political office and people who
are already in leadership in government are invited to talk
about the issues important to people with disabilities.

6. Participate in protest marches and rallies. When large 
numbers of people feel strongly about an issue they 
may gather together to hold a march or rally to make 
their views known. This happens most often when people
want to protest an action taken by the government at the
local, state or national level. There are also rallies to 
support candidates for public office.

7. Stay informed about issues affecting you and 
encourage others to stay informed. Staying informed 
includes attending the debates and speeches by 
candidates running for public office, listening to or 
watching news broadcasts, reading newspapers and 
organization newsletters, attending community meetings 
about issues, and talking with others.

8. If you're eligible to vote, vote! When there are elections,
learn about candidates and issues, think about your values
and needs, make sure you're registered to vote and know
where to vote, and vote for the candidates who best 
represent your views.

These are just a few of the ways people with disabilities
can participate in the American political process and use
their freedom and power as citizens to influence the lead-
ership and laws of this country. What will you do?
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EEvveerryy VVoottee CCoouunnttss//CCoouunntt VVootteess
Number of states where a shift of no more than three seats
this fall could change party control of a legislative chamber:
23 [National Conference of State Legislatures (Denver)]

Chance that an American adult believes that "politics and
government are too complicated to understand": 1 in 3
[National Home Education Research Institute (Salem, Oregon)]

Number of blank votes recorded by touchscreen machines in
a January election for Florida's House of Representatives:
137 [Florida Department of State
(Tallahassee) ] 

Votes by which the race was won:
12 [Florida Department of State
(Tallahassee) ] 

Registered voters in Colorado:
36.8% Republicans
30.2% Democrats
32.5% unaffiliated

I am
I am extra vast and lopsided
I wonder how lopsided other kids are
I hear you in my mind
I see killer colors on peoples heads
I want to talk same as you
I am extra vast and lopsided

I pretend all mean people get fried
I feel free
I touch hearts
I worry about sadness
I cry because I am really sad
I am extra vast and lopsided

I understand the truth disease sees
I say nothing teaches needs
I dream great meaningful beings free my mind
I try to kill only loneliness
I hope great love visits me
I am extra vast and lopsided

Poem by Chris Patton 1-29-01

Chris lives in Denver and is a member of WOW 
(Watch Our Words), a group of users of facilitated 
communication, their facilitators and allies.

This poem is posted on WOW's website at
http://www.wowcolorado.org




